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On the llth December, 1933, a Government decree was published
in Moscow announcing a number of special concessions for the popula-
tion of Eastern Siberia, as well as for the personnel of the army
stationed in that territory. Exemption from compulsory deliveries
of grain and rice was accorded to the Eastern Siberian peasants for
ten years in the case of 'collective3 farmers and five years for others.
The State prices of fish from Far Eastern waters were increased.
The pay of employees was raised by ratios ranging from 10 per cent, to
30 per cent. In the matter of military pay, junior officers and soldiers
were to receive a 50 per cent, increase, senior officers 20 per cent.
These concessions were made, it was explained, as the result of
a report by the Chairman of the Far Eastern Administration on
means of attracting settlers. As a matter of fact, a flight of popula-
tion from the Pacific border had begun—a result, apparently, of the
general nervousness over the prospect of war with Japan. This
emigration was reported to have ceased as a result of the measures
taken, and many thousands of workers and employees in the Vladi-
vostok area were stated to have signed pledges to remain for a definite
number of years.1
(t!) The Recognition of the ILS.S.R. by the United States, and the
Biulding of the American Navy up to Treaty Limits
In another chapter of the present part,2 as well as in previous
volumes in this series,3 some account has been given of the efforts of
the United States Government, from the 18th September, 1931, on-
wards, to deal with the Sino-Japanese conflict in the Far East by
diplomatic means—partly in concert with the League of Nations, and
partly along a parallel but independent course of their own. These
strenuous and patient diplomatic endeavours, which were made by
the United States, in common with a great majority of the countries
of the World, ended on the 24th February, 1933, as has been recorded
above,4 in a pronouncement of judgement on the part of the League,
with the publicly declared concurrence of the United States Govern-
ment,5 and in an explicit refusal, on the part of Jq/pan, to accept the
verdict of her peers. De facto, Jap&n remained in military and
1	A decree conferring similar privileges on workers, peasants, and soldiers
in the territories of Transbaikalia and the Buriat-Mongolian Republic was
promulgated in February 1934.   Concessions of the same nature were also
extended to other regions along the southern frontiers of the TLS.S.R.
2	Section (iv) above.
3	The Survey for 1931, Part IV, section (iii) (6) (4); the Survey for 1932,
Part V, section (iv) (&).
4	See pp. 504-510.	6 See p. 510 above.

